Maths For Life

A Differentiated Approach

Pre-Schooler Workshop

7.30-9.30pm, Wednesday 24" February 2021- Slide Highlights
For more information visit www.mathforlife.com or
email Karen McGuigan on learn@mathsforlife.com
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Why is maths such a challenge?

Maths heavily relies upon the use of our
memory.

Short term

Qa Long term

My memory$s
not great.

Working Y

@t

Maths takes good listening to and hearing of
instructions.

My hearing
isn't great.

Children with Down syndrome take longer to
progress through stages of development.

~
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1 don't learn as
fast as my
brothers.
z
-
-/
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0 Visual memory
Hey, but I have
got some really 0 Long-term memory

good strengths... - .
2 Ability to communicate

using non-verbal methods

O Eagerness to please

0 Positive response to
modelled behaviour

0 Willingness to learn if
there is a benefit to me!

{€

Maths aids need good gross and fine motor
skills to manipulate them.

\Y,

My hand-eye
coordination

The experience to use maths in the real
world helps towards understanding.

My stamina and
behaviour isn't
great.

B&

Children with Down syndrome have an
increased sensitivity to failure.

)
= 1 don't want to do
it if it is too hard

or too easy. I like
it just rightt

U Traditionally there have been low expectations for
attainment in maths however with early intervention
children are pushing past previous benchmarks; and

] The Maths For Life programme... a viable
differentiated approach that can deliver a way of
allowing our children to reach their potential.
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How do you best support your child with maths?

Understanding

Confidence

And lots of

‘@\GJT patience
N

Understanding
Confidence

0 You need to understand the foundations

g You need to try to love maths of maths
( Q ; 2 You need to believe you can do it ;:' \') ’ 0 You need to know how to break a step
G : ; g down into smaller, incremental steps
] ® 2 You need to realise that it can be fun 3 @)
@} ¢ S N

‘ 0 You need to be able to make a task
You need to be prepared p
easier and harder

O

And lots of
patience

Do | need to explain this!? |didn’t
think so. But here is my advice:

You need to find ways to bring maths to 2 Pick your battles

life - to engage your child

PR R 0 Be prepared to keep going
O / O You need to weave it into everyday life \‘J i1 Glee s cholica
u“ o O :;ut ::es: ::; t::i'::;Of 15 different ways to «;)H @) O Big praise for effort

L. 0 Some days it’s just not worth it!
U You need to find out what’s in it for them

The Book £30 & the Membership
Subscription £50 per annum

2} Both available from the website:

o
N
)
ssuse
ssass

www.mathsforlife.com
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Prenumber Skills

What are
prenumber
skills?

Before I could count
‘how many blue
triangles’ I had to
figure out what ‘blue’
and ‘triangle’ meant.

Children learn
prenumber skills
effectively
through play.

I learnt lots of
these prenumber

skills at home and O Identify the same and different
in pre-school.

O Make simple comparison
0 Matching

O Simple classification

O Positional language
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Make Simple Comparison

I couldnt tell which one
was ‘bigger’ until I knew
what the word 'big’ meant.

slow

TEE R
"‘down co|d hof heavy light

Identify the Same and Different

The Same
i To sort and classify, 1
Which one is the same? lefe re nt needed to be able to

compare objects and

Which one is different?

decide if they were

S oy & ' ’ ' the same or different.

vl T

Which one is the same?
(]
m. — ch one s diferent?
f "
o O s l_‘*/ ¢
O O
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Matching

Once I understood what
- same’ and 'different’ was I
\./ was able to match
“ identical items.
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Which matches? )
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Which matches?

Which matches?
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Simple Classification

Now that I recognise that

items can have the same

properties I can start to
group them.
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Positional Language

Mummy, I got info trouble
today at school. Miss Jones
told me to go stand behind
Maya in the line. When I
didn't do it, I got in trouble.

Why didnt you go
stand behind
Maya?

Mummy, I dont know what
‘behind’ means!

I started with
these simple

positional words.
You can find them
in lots of good
story books.

1ts also

good to sign
them too!

out

down up
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Counting & Understanding Number

Counting to 10 I thought counting to
10 was easy but then

I realised it was

harder than just
saying 1, 2, 3, 4.... 10!

Rote count numbers 1 to 10
Conservation of number

One-to-one correspondence

Stable order

Cardinality - last number counted is the
total amount

Know the value of the numbers

Order and compare the numbers

Counting
to 10
involves...

OO0O0D0OD
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So if counting is so
difficult, so I wait
until I am at school to
learn?

Definitely NOT!!!
Counting should begin at birth.
The more familiar children are

with numbers the better.

Counting to 10 and back
should be done in equal

measure!

It is also good
to see a number
in different
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